DOWN HEGARDENEPATH

Frometimeeimmemorialeallenationseandetheirepeoplechave
struggledeendlesslyewithetheireconsciencesepveretheethorny
issuefdoiletsanddheegroductsd¢hateemanatedherefrom.
aNeolithicemanehadeaesimplessolutiondodhisemostevexing
ofeproblemsesswhenetheebuildeupeoferubbisheandebodily
wastesebecameetfensivecheepickedaupehisechattelseandeset
upehomeefurthereaway.eQuiteewrongfullyemanyeassume
thatetheeVictoriansewereetheeinstigatorseofetheeprivyeorethe
tydpachasawell@sdhedoulevateralrainevhichaassistedewith
theeremovaleofeunwantedematter.s’heeRomans,egodebless
them,ecan,easeusual,etakeetheecrediteforetheesimpleeprivy
andeit’selong,eillustriouseandeoftenerighteroyalehistory
throughe theo interveninge centuries.e Theo principlese of
privies,datrineseandeadrainsemayewelléhavedreendremoved’
frometheoGreeksepresumablyeduringeRomaneforayseinto
theirelands.e Bute thee Romane legacye waseignorede and
unappreciateddoreenturies,@uraountrymenepreferringeto
liveanssqualoreuntiletheeprivyeandeit’sefortifiedecompanion
theegarderobeewereeconvenientlyereeinventedeandeused
withegreatepompeandestateebyetheohighestoinetheoland.
PerhapseweshouldeoncededhatdhedVictoriansadideatdeast
introduceepublicssewerageeoneadargesscalestoecompliment
theeprivyeinetheelargesteofetownseandecitiesealthoughethe
countrysideeemaineddirmlystuckewithalmosteprehistoric
sanitation.

@] heeOxfordeDictionaryequaintlyedescribesetheeprivyeas
‘theeplacedoreasingenature’ exfarmearer¢hedruthewhenewe
considere theolocatione ofe manye ofe thesee unsungelittle



buildingse whiche developede theire owne brande of
architecture.oWhethereinetheemiddleeofeaefield,eastrideea
stream,eonethecedgeeofeaecliffeoreeveneineaechurchetower
theyalisplayede@equainteuralevernaculardeeleandepersonal
touch.elnemanyeinstancesetheepersonalityeofetheeuserewas
evidentdromdhesamesdheyaiseddoalescribeaevisitalown
theegardenepath.elmagineeaeprivyebeingecalledetheeHouse
ofeCommons,eWindsoreCastleeoretheeLongeDrop!eSome
cottagers,eparticularlyeinemedievaletimes,edidenotepossess
sucheaegrandesoundingeedificessstheyerelievedethemselves
inadieldgustadowshotdromeheirdhovel.
aPriviescamednallsortsafacombinations,dypesandsizes
essomeoweregustedownrighteHeathessRobinsonisheinetheir
quirkyefeatureseandefixtures.eSomeowereosingleoseaters,
othersedouble,etriplesandeeveneupetoebeseatsewhereethey
wereequiteofrequentlyegradedeaccordingetoesizeeofeseat,
openingeandeheighteaboveeground.sl'hise personalization’
couldeaccommodateceveryoneeineyourefamilyeorealleyour
neighboursandhestreetdromehessmallestetoethedargest!dt
hasebeenerecordedethateonecthreesseatereprivyewaseshared
bysomedtOepeopleamdrueaasewfdringinggheccommunity
closerd¢ogether!

af)vero manye yearse thee humblee yete honourablee privy
developedeuniqueeandeindividualisticomethodseofewaste
collectionessfromecommonevaultsetoebasiceholeseandelater
theetarredetimberebucketepregalvanisedepail.él' oereduceethe
presenceo ofe smellse ingeniouse chutee devicese were
sometimesefittedewhich,ewheneaeleverewasepulled,ewould
releaseeasheoreeartheontoetheecontainereoreholeeinothe
ground.e Asowasehumanenatureetheeneedotoeregularly
emptyetheebucketeorecleaneoutetheepitewaseputeoffeasedlong
asepossibleesswhoecouldeblameethem?elfeclearanceoonly



tookeplaceeoncecaoyearesomeedebucketeloadsewereeoften
removed.eCartingesucheaequantityeawayehadetoebeovery
carefullyeplannedeparticularlydfetheeworkewasaundertaken
oneaoSunday.eTryingetoeavoidetheocongregationeorethe
VicardeavingafterddolygCommunioneatd¢hed’arish€ hurch
waseadineart.dEvendfdhedullyandentureddbuckateer’adid
succeeddneavoidingetheacrowdehereecouldebedittleed oubt,
evenofromewhatoewaseconsideredeaesafeodistance,owhat
businesséheeavasabout.
aManyecanestillorememberetheoghostlyevisiteofetheenight
soilerart,epredromartyeasemydathereralleddt,eputlineddnehe
eerieeglowenfetheenldehurricanedampseasebraveed ocalemen
wenteaboutetheiredutyeemptyingebucketsefromeprivies
beforeeheadingedoresomesspeciallyesselecteddfieldetoed eposit
theanight’sd¢akings!
af_ontraryetoepopularebelieferoyaltyealsoeneededetodease
nature’eandeengageddnventorseandeexpertsefaheiradayeto
provideotheemosteregaleoaccommodationepossible.eQueen
ElizabetheehadebirdohneHarringtonedesignehereacflushing
watereclosetodescribedobyetheoinventoreaseae’eprivyeof
perfection’ . dtdsaqquitedikelyd¢hatdtewasenoenored¢hananaip
marketeprivyeprovidedewitheadbucketenfowateretoetlushethe
contents¢hroughaahutedntodhestreetdrdheanoatemsdar
awayeasopossibleefromethesQueen!oAlthougheElizabethel
apparentlyehadegooderelationsewithehereprivyetwoeofeour
kingsecertainlyedidenot.eGeorgedl,citeiserecorded, eleteoutean
soundelouderethanetheenormaldroyalewind’eandedeparted
thisdifeasiterallyenetheesthrone!damesdlefdcotlandefared
evenoworse.o Hidingo fromehise pursuerseineaeprivyohe
thoughtehecheardetheevoicesenfefriendsecomeetoesavechim.
OndiftingehiseheadefromethecholecheepleadedesPleasechelp



meofromethisestinkingemess’@eandowasepromptlyerun
throughevithasworddy@neafdiseenemies.
abanitationehaseadvancederapidlyeoveretheepaste/(ees8(
yearsealthougheevenetodayesomeeisolatedepropertiesestill
relyooneaeprivyequiteofrequentlyoatotheobottomeofethe
garden.eManyepriviesestillesurviveewhetherethroughepure
luckeoreaedeliberateeattemptebyethecowneretoekeepethem,
possiblyeforesentimentalereasons,ebutealbeiteineaerundown
andeneglectedeconditionessaeremindereofepastehappyedays
when, eifeyouchadetoego,eyouchadetoegoedownetheegarden
path.&Nowadaysdheredsasnomeeddospenddimeauttingeld
newspaperseintoesquaresetochangeoneaenaileonetheebackeof
theeprivyedoorethateinevitablyedeakedegallonseoferainwater
andeofferedolittleoprotectionefromehowlingegales.eLong
goneoisotheeneedeforeanourgentowalkedownetheepathein
pitcheblacknessewitheflickeringecandleo orefalteringeold
cycleelampetoereachotheeo’thunderebox’@onlyetoefindeit
alreadyeccupiedexbydhedocalédhedgehogrerat.

aManyo priviese haveo succumbede ande returnede from
whenceetheyocameewhilsteaefew,eandeprobablyefaremore
thaneweerealise,chavessurvivedeaseemptysshellsedenotingen
pasteactiveolife.oSomeohaveoevenebeenereincarnatedeas
pottingeshedseoregardenestores.eTheyoareogoneebutenot
forgotten.el oday’segardenersereallyedon’teknowewhatethey
areanissinge$bloomin’djynormus’evegetables!’

et aildodheedlitheeprivy.
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