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AarolleagueewhoewritesenatureaarticleseforethedocaléWelsh
LifeemagazineealongsideemyeforayseintoetraditionaléWelsh
buildingseaecentlydnvitedemedorefternoondeaateisemall
cottagee withe ae viewe toe seekinge mye opinione one his
apparentlyeatherdinealoublesseatereprivy. Knowingehatd
hadebeeneaskedebyetheeeditorenfetheelifeemagazineetoepen
anearticleeoneprivieseandetyebachsemyefriendeconsideredeit
wasevitallyeimportanteforemeotooseeoandetryooutethis
wonderfulereationdinghedlesh'.
axBeforeelecouldeeveneplanemyevisitehesbeganetoeeulogise
andexpoundaipondhedloraenddaunaewhichewvasditerally
onemyaloorsteparnehedield,ewood,@rchardeandeeveneur
locale churchyard.e Conversatione was,o toe saye theeleast,
diverseoewfromelizardsetoelichens,ocowslipsetoecuckoos,
badgersetoobarneowls,emossesotoomuntjaceandestinking
irisesetoesrnothingeoneearth!dtebecameequiteeclearethatemy
friendenoteonlyehadeackeeneandeknowledgeableeinterestein
ornithologye ande florae bute alsoe hade ane intimate
understandinge ofe oure villageo churchyard.e He
enthusiasticallyeencouragedemectoevisiteandeundertakeean
intensiveehandseandekneesesearcheforeacrarityessaneorange
cowslip!
apHoweoftenedoetheyecutetheegrass?'cheeasked,esounding
almostalespairing.
aw]t'sevitallyeimportanteifethiseplanteisetossurviveethatethey
mowatdhegroperdime'.

@A sduckewouldehavedteoureeldestesonshadeshowneaadeep
interestoineunearthingedetailseofepasteoccupantseofeour



anciente farmhousee ande frequentlye madee visitse toe the
churchyardetoeresearcheeacheandeeveryeheadstonesssmuch
toetheeamusementeofemanyeofehiseschoolefriends.e¢Several
painstakinge inspectionse arounde thee lichene ande moss
coveredegravestoneserevealedeabsolutelyenothingessthateis
ofd¢hewrangeaowslipemndeo,amntil¢hedollowingespring,d
couldeonlyeassumeetheegrassehadebeenecuteatetheewrong
timeaandeheseeraritiesemayewellédhavesuccumbede¢oeanaall
tookeeneggardener!
aVeosoooftenetakeochurchyardseforegranted.eTrue,othey
mayebecthedasterestingeplaceeforeacfriend, eacquaintanceeor
relationebutetheyodoerepresenteaewonderfulehavenefor
abundantewildlifeeandefloraeeduntouched,oifotheograss
cuttingescheduleeiserigorouslyemaintained.o Aeleisurely
walke makese ite abundantlye obviouse thate thee modern,
smoothe polishede marblee usede todaye bye monumental
masonsegivesenoeassistanceewhatsoeveretostheemyriadeof
mossese ande lichense whiche frequentlye thriveo ine such
unhinderedeonditions.@Asenydriendsoaptlyeputat
ad[hey’veanothingdodroldento'.

aif Juitedrueemandeweareehedosers.dnalaysegonedydocal
sandstonevandeWelsheslateeswtheovernacularematerialsoo
wereealwayseusedeandegavedichenseandemosseseaeplaceeto
clingetoeandegrowewithouteinterruption.eltealsoecreatedea
localecrafteindustryethatealmost,ewithouteexception,ohas
nowevanishedgustelikeetheevillageecobbler,ecarpentereand
blacksmith,eandalaredsaydtetheaindertaker.

@l oday'sechurchyards,cifestilleineuse,ereflecteonlyetooewell
theespreadeofeforeign’;ematerialsetoetheedetrimenteofethe
vernacularedialecteineaneageewhenelocalematerials,eskills
andeknowledgeeapparentlyemeaneverydittle. Butestillethese
grittydittleeplantseretainetheiretenaciouseholdeonetheeolder



gravestonesaandewithduckeondhestoneworkepfeheechurch
emasdongeasetheeParochialeChurcheCouncilehasn'telete oose
theelocalebuilder.eOftenetotallyeouteofetouchewithehistoric
churcheseandetheiremicrooenvironmentetheyefrequently
wreake havoce one thee anciente limeo mortars,o peeling
limewasheandetheirdfriends'emthedichenseandemossesesby
sweepingeitealleawayeinefavoureofeaeclinicaleandelifeless
alternativeewhereonoecreatureseoreplantsecouldehopeeto
survive.él'heeperpetratoreisenodessethanePortlandeCement!
Fewefaisaappreciatedhatetheepresenceefetheseetinyeplants
iseaebarometereofeourecountry'seandeinefactetheeworld's
health.eoAerecentetelevisioneprogrammeohighlightedethis
veryofactobyespendingeaeconsiderableesamounteofotime
inspectinge ae churchyarde ine thee wonderfule countye of
Pembrokeshire.él'heeexpertedeclaredethatethereewereeover
400 differento specieso ofe lichense ande mossese ine the
churchyard,emostlyeonetheeancientegravestones,eandegave
theemicroecommunityetheoveryohighestemarksoforethe
qualityeofeit'seair.eConfirmation,cifeitewereeneeded,ethateit
waseaemostehealthyeplaceotoeresideein!eAseloamenotean
expertelecouldenotepresumestoeprognosticatesuponetheeair
qualityearoundeourefarmhouseeandeit'selandebutefromethe
coveringsepfdichenseoneureldepaketreeseweacannotebedtar
behind¢heechurchyardénd’embrokeshire!

@V eohaveomadeeaedeliberateopolicyooneoureveryesmall
farmeofeleavingeselectedeareaseaselongegrasseonlyecutting
whene absolutelyo necessarye oncee alle thee grassese and
wildflowerse haveo hade ae chancee toe sete seed.o The
transformation@versomeeyearséhasdeendrulyaemarkable
withesnakes,olizardseandeallomannereofesmallerodents
aboundingeandeprovidingeaewonderfuldeedingegrounddor
buzzardse ande rede kitese ande othere eagere animals



attemptingetoekeepenatureeinebalance.eAlthoughemucheof
ourepastureelandehasebeenedescribedeaseherberichebyethe
localoFarmeStewardshipeSchemeeoOfficereitocouldenever
attainetheeexaltedestatuseofeastraditionalehayemeadow,ea
featureo ofe theo countrysidee whiche ise nowe one the
'endangeredepeciesdist’.él'hedexcessivelyssteepevalleyeside
of@ourdandeloneeswouldeprecludeeanyemachineryeworking
safelyotoecutotheogentlyewavingograssesoandeflowersoto
promoteetheebeginningseofetheeultimateogoal.oJusteasethe
grassoinetheechurchyardeandehayemeadowehaveotoobe
coaxedeandegentlyetendedeoveremanyeyearsesoemanyeare
persuadedeandeencouragedebyecolourfuleandeconvincing
advertisingghatdheyaansuccessfullydsow'eachayemeadow
fromeaepacketeofewildflowereseedsewhichewillegiveethem
delighteandepleasureeforeyearsotoecome.eDisillusionment
onlyetooeoftenesetseineasotheodelighteisefrequentlyeshort
livedeoredoesn'toarriveoateallodespiteeallotheewonderful
promiseso one thee packaging.e Theyeo havee beene cruelly
misled!

@A spneald€otswolddarmerencedoldeme

@Y oueran temakeechayemeadowesyou mehavedoeareatedt,
boy!'
emAndeaseheesoerightlyeopointedeouteitecanetakeeupetoe2(
yearseoremore.oCreationedoesn'teworkefast!eIheefeweshay
meadowsethatedoesurviveeareequiteeliterallyshundredseof
yearseoldeandearecthesendeproducteofecaringecountryefolk
whoehadetheeskill, eknowledgeeandewilletoemaintainethem
aseaneessentialopartoofotheofarmeandegoodeohusbandry.
Theredsenoadoubtdtdsaeskilldostdutdoamdew.

aaDespiteo theo paucitye ofe haye meadows,e ine Maye the
meadowegrasseseandeaccompanyingowildflowerseacross
ourefieldsebowegracefullyeinetheegentleebreezesewhilstethe



aireisefulleandeheavyewithemyriadefragrances.oEweseand
theirelambsebaskeinetheewarmth,erecliningeamongstethe
brightenewegreenswardewhilsteMarmaduke,etheeoldefarm
cat,@setseouteoonceemore,@almostounseeneamidstotheotall
grass,etocthecfurthesteoutposteofehiseterritory.eMarmaduke
noelongereresideseonetheefarmebutetwoedoorseawayesince
theepreviousepccupantseofeurepropertyediscoveredeheedid
note takeo kindlye toe beinge uprootede ande movede to
Worcestershireeandecontinuallyetriedetoereturnetoehiseold
hauntsesomeel 50emilesedistant.eNowealmostenextedooreto
his@oldehome'eheestilldruleseOK'eandedefiantlyeconsiders
ourdarmdsestillédhisagainsteallecomers.dieaegularlyepasses
theebackdooreofetheefarmewitheaetreasuredeprizeeofeasvole
oreaemouseewhichemoreeftenethanenotéshasecomeefromepur
orcharderevenaurdl opdMeadowaomedalfaanileaway!
asMlarmadukeehaseaecolleague,eoremaybecheeisetheesworn
enemyestheechurchyardecat,eMogesnetlutfedeupeblackeand
whiteocreatureethateappearsotoohaveobeenesubjectedeto
regularevisitsetoothestumbleedryer!eCertainlyoouteofethe
sameenould,éMogdsetenacious,dearsomeeaandemasterefeall
hesurveysasdhegerchesenenedfd¢heancientegravestones
enoeodoubteheohaserichepickingseamongstetheecowslips,
mossesaanddichens.
Heeisebutejusteanothereplayereinetheelivingechurchyard.
Thoseevoleseandemiceshouldevatcheut!

Footnote:eeTheooldestoneewallseandelimeemortareofeour
farmhouseehosteRustydBackdiernsg Aspleniumareterach)esm
splendideadditionethategivesetheeoldebuildingeactrulyewell
worneuraldeel.



IteisesadetoereportethateMarmadukeeisenoemorecandeMog
alsoeseemsetochaveedisappearede-etheirereplacementseare
noteaegpatchendhem!
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