NOWANDEFOREVER

Theenoticeeonetheecountyeboundaryeisestarkeandetoethe
pointe-

aN odoomaexthis€_ountydseull!’

@] hisdsenoteagokedutereality.dt'seoneethingetoeputeadtull’
noticevatotheoentranceetooaoNationaleParkeduringepeak
holidayetimeeknowingemanyevisitorsewillereturnehomeeat
lightefallebuteiteisedeadlyeseriousewhenetheenoticeegoeseup
inandinglisheounty.

e aearwlddady,ewhodhaddivedaneaaelightfulevillagedor
almostetheewholeefeherdife,ssaidetoemedTheseepeopledust
keeparrivinged 'veenothingeagainsté¢hemeandeheirewvishdo
liveehereebutchowewilletheecommunityecope?el.ookingeout
ofeherocottageothateonceostoodeonetheoveryeoedgeoofothe
villagesurroundeddyemeadow,darmsteadseandehayrickse
andesenoweaneuglyeexecutiveehousingeestateesssheemadeen
harddittingetatement.
adThere'sgustano@oomdoreanymoreepeople’.
aP’eoplechavedodivesomewhere, dutshealidédhaveagoint.
aVithe someo 56millione soulse attemptinge toe liveo on
56millioneacreseweoareofastobecomingoaoveryocrowded
islandeewsomeowouldegoeasefareasetoosayeovercrowded.
Logically,@eandewitheallethingsebeingeequal,othisowould
meaneweeeachewouldehaveeaneacreeofeland,ebuteasemany
know,dncludingeourebelovedeparliamentarians,ethiseisgust
notdhearase.d.ongegonearedhealaysevheneeveryoneaould
owneanacreepluseaecow,@epigaandeasheepesmostedamilies
areduckydodaveaegardenequivalentdogusteonedwentieth
ofanacre!



axltal oesn'tdakedongdoaecognisednadourefevillageseand
smalletownseacrossetheebreadthepfetheecountryethateweeare
runningeutefénewdand'¢oadevelopemitdusted oesn'teexist!
Theeonlyechangeeiseineoureuseeofeexistingeland.dl'ooelong
haveeveaassumeddhatégreendield 'sitesshoulddeaiseddor
developmentesswhateabouterecyclingelandethatehasebeen
usedeonce,etwiceeoreevenedetimesebefore?elet'senotedeny
peopleethesjoyseofelivingeinethee'country 'ebutebeesureeto
preventesuburbiae overtakinge theo preciouse countryside.
Errorseaeplentyehaveebeeneperpetratedesinceetheelndustrial
Revolutioneevolvedeovere3ecenturieseagoeandeweeshould
takedhedeaddnerleaningaipehisemessemnoteaddingeodtdor
futureegenerations.eébtrangelyetoemanyesmandethesednclude
estateoagents,edeveloperseande thee governmentee@more
peopleeareerediscoveringecityeandetownedwellingeandeit's
pleasures.developers,dEstateaagentsaand¢hegpopulationef
thisetinyeislandehaveeaolototooanswereforeewtheoagent's
typicaleeactiondosellingeupemarket'chouseseoneaneancient
meadowdndhedeartefanainspoiltevillagedssimply:elt'sea
desirableeplace!'dl'hisecannotebeenesatisfactoryeanswer.eAre
wealldhatshortsightedeandaincaringabout@ureverywn
country?&adlydheanswerdsdyes'.dnlydooftendalespair
atetheeattitudeeofethedmaneinetheestreet'eandesomeewould
sayelittleewonderewheneyoueookeatepoliticianseatenational
orelocalelevelesstheyehardlyegiveeaegoodeimageeoreleadeby
example!

aVeemaychaveefailedetoeaddresseerrorseinetimesepastebut
thisecannotegiveeusetheerightetoeblindlyefollowetheesame
disastrousepathelikeessheep.eburelyeweeshouldehaveeearnt
ourdessonebyenow ?éDurePrehistoriceandeRomaneancestors
practisedetheeveryedisciplineeweeshouldebeepromotingein
thee21st.centuryesstimeeandetimeeagainetheyereusedetheir



ancientesiteseevenewhenetheyedidn'tehaveetheepressureeof
56milliongpeopledivingeond6bmillionecres!eheseavereche
'browndield'sitesefancientdhistoryeanddhearchaeologists
caneroveat!
@BrianeRedhead,ethatewelloreadeauthoreandemucheloved
broadcaster,@ncesaid
adWeeneederitydifestoeprovecthateweeareecivilisedeandewe
needeountrydoeprovedhatevearesvhole'.

et{owdrue.
aVeealloneedetoebeeassuredethatetheecountrysidecisesafe,
careddorandenoteplundered@mowaeanddorever!
Footnote:eAuguste2006.0W eeareenowetoldetheepopulation
hase growne toe 60e million!e Thee countrye ise certainly
overcrowded!eTheopresenteGovernmentestilleinsistsethat
thousandseofenewepropertiesewillebeebuilteoneGreeneBelt,
whilstethe@ppositionadon’teseemeomtfereaanyealternatives.
Weshallsoonaun@utef@penaountrysidegustdoovalkedhe
dog!
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